PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
philosophy, particularly a philosophy of history.
Economic theory, like every other science, is a
matter for scientific investigation, revision, and
improvement, and Marxian philosophy, like any
other, must be open to criticism and free considera-
tion. That is why revisionism arose, and is called
for again. Every revision of a creed or political
programme is painful, but without the pain there
would be no progress. I have no ready-made
Socialist doctrine in my pocket, I would put it like
this: I am always on the side of the workmen and
working people of all sorts, often for Socialism and
occasionally for Marxism.
My opinion of Socialism is derived from my
ideas of democracy. Revolution or dictatorship can
sometimes abolish bad things, but they never
create good and lasting ones. Impatience is fatal
in politics. When I consider that all recorded
human history goes back only some ten thousand
years or so, and that we are still on the threshold
of civilization, how can I suppose that some fanatic,
either imperialist or revolutionary, will definitely
complete our development at one stroke? It is less
than two hundred years since serfdom and slavery
were abolished, and less than that since forced
labour was done away with; about a hundred or
even only fifty years since we have worked con*
scientiously and systematically on the social problems